BETWEEN A PEOPLE AND MANKIND
stand how miracles could happen in a non-Catholic country, and so this year-book was the sole reason why I began to inquire about Russia. After the battles and alarms of which we have been speaking, in 1887, I wished to relax a little and went to Russia. There I should be left in peace. I had studied Dostojewski, but at that time I knew only a little of Tolstoi. So that I need not read all he wrote, I decided to visit him and talk with him about his principal ethical thesis. I was often with him in Moscow, and afterwards at his country estate.
"Tolstoi and myself always used to disagree with one another. That is a characteristic of the Slavs. They disagree in order to discuss. My thesis: ' I am capable of defending myself against the opponent and I must do.' Tolstoi could not tolerate any contradiction. First of all he showed me a Czech book which had been published by the Russian Academy: Chelcicky, the greatest mind of our reformation, who wanted to overthrow both State and Church because both were powerful, and who for that reason wrote against the Hussite struggles and against war, had the same view of war as Tolstoi. Tolstoi was astounded to learn that his own thesis
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